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Sexuality Education Resource Centre is committed to providing sexual health through education.

Overview
Sexuality Education Resource Centre is a leader in sexual health education, grounded in principles
of consent, bodily autonomy, and equitable access to sexual & reproductive health services. As part
of our commitment to healthy sexuality, we have identified sexual exploitation as a concern for our
local, national and global community.
Background
Sexual exploitation occurs when one or more individuals are coerced, compelled or forced into
exchanging sexual services for money, drugs, food, shelter or other necessities. Though women
and trans individuals are at higher risk, people of all genders may experience sexual exploitation. 1
Using children and youth (under the age of 18) for sexual acts is abuse, is exploitative, and is
illegal.a This includes: child sexual abuse, child pornography (sexual abuse imagery) and child
prostitution (sexual exploitation).2 Like sexual assault, child sexual abuse often goes unreported. A
recent Canadian study found the most common age for youth to be recruited into sexual trafficking
is between 13 to 14 years of age.3 Because prostitution is illegal in Canada and under-reported, it is
difficult to find representative studies and exact statistics concerning the prevalence of sexual
trafficking with children and youth. Social determinants of health such as colonization, poverty, and
structural violence create an environment vulnerable to exploitation, demonstrating that this issue
requires strong upstream/decolonized strategies.
Sexual exploitation and coercive sexual behaviour also impacts adults. Prostitution is the exchange
of money, drugs, food, shelter and other necessities for sexual services. Those working in the sex
trade (also referred to as the sex industry) introduced the use of the terms “sex work” and “sex
worker” to advocate for their economic and human rights in these activities. As a result, sex work
can be simply defined as negotiated, consensual sex between adults. 4 While terms such as sex
work and sex worker illustrate the political and economic standpoint of those involved in this work,
sexual exploitation occurs when this exchange does not involve mutual informed and transparent
consent, or the individual is under the age of 18.
It is important to note that the sex industry is not only the exchange of sex acts for money or
resources, but includes other sexual services including pictures and video (pornography) and
dancing or stripping. While a sex worker may choose to give their earnings to someone else, it
becomes human trafficking if they are forced or tricked into doing so by coercion, deception, or
a. These are current criminal offenses under the law. A number of advocate groups in Manitoba and
across Canada reject the term “Child Prostitution” describing it as inappropriate and misleading and
argue that the term “Sexual Exploitation” more appropriately reflects a child or youth’s involvement in
the sex trade (e.g., see The Sexual Exploitation Tool Kit from the Justice Institute of British Columbia
at http://host.jibc.ca/seytoolkit/what.htm )
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actual/threatened physical, emotional, or sexual abuse towards the individual and/or their family or
friends.5
There are a number of reasons people enter the sex industry, including:
 As a result of social determinants, such as poverty and homelessness;
 Being coerced or groomed into it by promises such as love and affection or threats by
acquaintances and strangers; or
 Making a conscious choice.6
Whether coerced or participating in the sex industry of their own free will, the lives of all involved in
the sex industry intersect: each are engaged in the purchase and sale of sex acts; generally
advertise in the same places; and meet demand for sexual services.7 This means that legislation,
regulations, and services designed for those who are exploited and those who choose to work in
the sex industry inevitably affect both.
In Canada, Indigenous women and girls are over-represented in the sex industry making up a large
portion of both the outdoor (street-level) and indoor (escort services, online) sex industry. 8, 9, 10.
Over 90% of trafficking victims come from within Canada, often from northern reserves.11 Sexual
exploitation and human trafficking are serious issues of concern in Manitoba. 12 The question of
whether to criminalize the sale or purchase of sex does not address the root causes of structural
and systemic violence that lead many people to situations of increased vulnerability and violence. 8
Population health approaches of harm reduction and addressing social determinants of health,
such as those outlined in the 2015 Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, provides
the tools needed to address the underlying factors which result in vulnerability to sex trafficking,
violence and forced or compelled participation in the sex industry.13
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Key Considerations and Recommendations
External:


Continue to educate Manitobans, service providers, guardians and community leaders on child
sexual exploitation and prevention methods



Continue working with relevant partners to educate Manitobans on sexual exploitation and its
impacts



Advocate for social policies which reduce poverty, reduce barriers to healthcare access and
support diversity and reconciliation



Support the Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, especially 18-42



Advocate for decriminalizing sex work



Endorse the WRHA Statement on Harm Reduction

Internal:


Continue our partnership of the White Wolf Speaking program with Ka Ni Kanichihk



Educate our staff and board on sexual exploitation, child sexual exploitation and human
trafficking



Integrate child sexual exploitation and human trafficking prevention information within all
relevant SERC educational materials and programs

General:


Recognize partnerships at the provincial and national level to leverage our voice by joining it
with other advocates.



Recognize colonization as a social determinant of health as part of work to understand the
complex role that colonization plays in the lives and health of Indigenous people in Canada.
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