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Our Mission

Promoting sexual
health through
education

Our Vision

A diverse society that
celebrates sexuality
throughout life

Our Values
Pro-choice Inclusive,

with respect, without
judgment

Leadership Individual
and community
capacity building
Learning Informed,

collaborative, life-long

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT

WWW.SERC.MB.CA

MESSAGE FROM

KEVIN FREEDMAN, CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD
NICOLE CHAMMARTIN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

This past year SERC has continued to grow and move
forward on implementing year two of our strategic plan. This plan,
created after a great deal of consultation over 2016/2017, continues to
guide the work of the organization and the Board of Directors towards
meeting our intended outcomes:
1. SERC is visible, recognizable and accessible across Manitoba.
2. SERC’s mandate and position on sexuality related issues are broadly understood.
3. SERC programs and resources are well defined and congruent with its core mandate.
In this annual report, you will be able to learn more about the core programs and special projects that are
making a difference in our communities and some of the ways we are implementing our new operational plan
to meet our outcomes.
Our Board of Directors continues to work with our staff and other stakeholders to develop position papers
on key areas of importance to SERC and those we serve. Our statement on reconciliation that was launched
in 2017 (available at serc.mb.ca) continues to guide our work and challenge us in how we work as allies with
Indigenous-led organizations and groups, such as our partners at Ka Ni Kanichihk. This important partner
now administers the White Wolf Speaking program, formerly run by SERC, with a goal to increase Indigenous
community engagement and understanding of sexuality and reproductive health. This year, our Policy and
Advocacy Committee also completed work on SERC’s position on sexual exploitation and endorsed the
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority (WRHA) position on harm reduction; both found on our website. The
committee continues to work with partners like Action Canada to endorse and support positions that align
with our values.
We are proud of the impact that our staff continues to have working in communities across Manitoba. The
addition of the Teen Talk team, formerly of Klinic Community Health, has allowed us to dramatically increase
our reach and work more efficiently in response to requests from schools and First Nations provincially to
support youth education. We are also thrilled with the success of the launch of our Training Institute this year,
which you will be able to read more about further in the report. Every day we can see the important work our
organization is doing in supporting the development of safe, knowledgeable and respectful communities and
we are very proud to be a part of it.
This year, the SERC Board of Directors created its own governance plan that we were able to fully complete
within the year, with tasks including a new job description for board members, focusing on ambassadorship
and governance training, as well as recruiting a consultant to develop our own fund development strategy. We
were able to do this work thanks to a generous legacy gift we received in 2017.
We are excited to be working with our partners at Klinic towards our relocation to our new site at 167
Sherbrook Street, slated to open in summer of 2019. To stay up to date on all of SERC’s news, we encourage
you to follow us on Twitter and Facebook and subscribe to our E-News. Watch for the launch of our new
website, full of online resources, at www.serc.mb.ca in the coming months!
2017/2018 Board of Directors: Kevin Freedman, Chairperson, Nori Korsunsky, Vice-Chairperson, Kristen Willis,
Treasurer, Karen Dana, Past Chairperson, Bob Chrismas, Nathan Nickel, Susan Riley, Tania Wiebe, Albert
McLeod, Del Dyck, Hazim Ismail, Jared Star, Staff Rep, Nicole Chammartin, Ex-Officio.
Thank you to our Board of Directors for their dedication.

SERVICE BY THE NUMBERS
Education & Outreach Services
Community Workshops/Presentations
Community Consultations/Outreach
Service Provider Workshops/Presentations
Service Provider Consultations/Outreach
Conference Presentations
Focus Groups
Displays
Articles Published
Radio Shows
Website Visits

Sessions
437
481
102
296
14
23
22
20
44
450,876*

Client Contacts
9,021
9,605
2,651
2,608
814
279
2,939

								*UP 135,809 COMPARED TO LAST YEAR!

RESOURCES DISTRIBUTED

SERC continues to distribute books, pamphlets, fact sheets, birth control kits and many more resources we
regularly update, both in print and online. We handed out 21,133 materials and distributed 76 Birth Control
Teaching Kits and 77,750 safer sex supplies through our regular programming in Winnipeg and Brandon.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION & OUTREACH

SERC provides education sessions in Manitoba on a range of topics including puberty, healthy relationships,
birth control, consent, STIs, talking with your children about sexuality, LGBT2SQ+ awareness and allyship and
understanding gender. We saw an increase in requests for healthy relationships and consent workshops.

TRAINING & CONSULTATION

In the past year, SERC saw the successful launch of the SERC Training Institute, a new approach to professional
training and consultation for service providers in Manitoba, with training events held in Winnipeg, Brandon,
Thompson and Flin Flon. Over 150 participants from more than 50 unique organizations explored ways to
support sexuality and reproductive health in their work with diverse client populations.
SERC continued to provide on-site training and consultation through the Training Institute for organizations
across the province. Over 30 on-site training requests were filled from a broad range of sectors, including
the public school system, justice, community health centres and settlement services. In addition to this, the
Training Institute also hosted a number of Lunch & Learns that brought new and up-to-date research and
evidence to the field.
Whether it is a one-hour discussion or a multi-day training event, the Training Institute is committed to
ensuring that service providers in Manitoba have up-to-date resources, evidence-based practice approaches
and tools to integrate sexuality and reproductive health into their work with diverse communities. The future
of the SERC Training Institute is exciting. We are adding new topics, a new webinar stream to reach rural
and remote communities and new partnerships with national organizations that will enhance our ability to
continue supporting education, health and social service providers in Manitoba.

BRANDON ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Brandon Advisory Committee continues to meet quarterly to support the work of SERC Brandon. We
would like to thank: Nancy McPherson, Jane Skinner, Laura Crookshanks, Veronica Adams, Brandy Robertson
and Charlene Bjornsson for their commitment to the committee.

/SERCMB

@SERC_MB

SERC_MB

PROJECTS
KNOWLEDGE INTO ACTION (KiA)
FUNDED BY PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY OF CANADA

The main purpose of this project is to provide prevention and support interventions, build capacity, increase
knowledge and reduce risks around HIV/STIs among African newcomers. This year KiA worked with community
leaders to improve their capacity to discuss sexually transmitted and blood borne infection (STBBI) prevention
and stigma, to assist them in their community leadership roles and practices. KiA held 37 sessions for 285
participants, answering questions and addressing STBBIs, stigma, misinformation about HIV transmission,
prevention and testing. We partnered with the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network to deliver HIV, human rights
and law information in various well-attended workshops.

OUR FAMILIES CAN TALK ABOUT ANYTHING (OFTA)
FUNDED BY IMMIGRATION, REFUGEES AND CITIZENSHIP CANADA

OFTA focuses on intergenerational communication in relation to sexuality matters within the immigration
context. Our main goal is to support the successful integration of newcomer families in Winnipeg by engaging
them in a process of dialogue and education on culture, adaptation, intergenerational communication and
sexuality. SERC facilitated 82 sessions with 287 newcomers from 77 countries across Africa, Asia, Europe, the
Middle-East and Central America and had 81 parents attend 5 series to discuss and learn more about how to
help their children find balance while growing up between two cultures. Three youth groups were held this
year for 76 youth, aged 13 to 19 years old. Topics addressed included the stresses of growing up between
two cultures, youth sexuality, beliefs and values, dating, communication with partners and parents, sexual
development and laws in Canada. Workshops for adults, with topics including women and men’s sexual and
reproductive health, were very well received. The high attendance of 130 people, 40 over our target of 90,
demonstrates interest in HIV, sexually transmitted infections and prevention, birth control, reproductive health,
preventative health tests, vaginal infections, breast health, male sexual function/dysfunction, rights and how
to access services. In partnership with Entry Program (Altered Minds Inc), we were able to participate in the
orientation of 724 newcomers during this fiscal year.

OUR SELVES OUR DAUGHTERS (OSOD)
FUNDED BY MANITOBA HEALTH, SENIORS AND ACTIVE LIVING

OSOD works closely with women of African heritage and allies in their communities to enhance educational,
health and socio-cultural supports for women affected by female genital cutting (FGC) while addressing
prevention among daughters. We held two 10-week series with 29 women from three national groups and
4-week series with 9 women from multicultural groups; the sessions were held in the women’s first languages
or in English with interpretation. A series of 4-week sessions with 18 young women was developed and
delivered as result of specific issues concerning them. These sessions examined the ways cultural and family
worldviews influence sexuality (including FGC) and relationships, and the ways in which social and cultural
changes, including migration, affect change of views and practice of FGC and sexuality. Nineteen young men
participated in our two-part series, holding deep conversations around sexuality, culture and FGC. Intended to
raise awareness on women’s health issues and access to health care services, six workshops on FGC, notions
for cultural competence, safety and care for women from FGC affected countries were delivered this year to
service providers. The contribution of our Community Co-Facilitators was crucial in understanding what occurs
on the ground as they engage with community members around this project.
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AFRO-FRANCO OUTREACH
FUNDER & PARTNER: WINNIPEG REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY, HEALTHY SEXUALITY
AND HARM REDUCTION

This SERC-WRHA collaboration has yielded excellent results in community reach and service in its fifth
year of activities. The main goal of this project is to facilitate opportunities for learning about sexuality and
reproductive health among African-Francophone teens, university students, adults, parents and community
leaders, with a focus on enhancing awareness of STI testing sites and procedures as a personal and public
health resource. We engaged 19 youth aged 15-17 in conversation through a series of 6 sessions related to
body changes, healthy relationships, consent and diversity. At the University of Saint Boniface, 34 international
students attended two orientation sessions related to sexuality, diversity and consent and 27 young adults
attended 6 educational sessions and skill-building activities. Three additional workshops were organized at
Accueil Francophone for a multicultural African-Francophone audience, with 36 adult participants. This project
reached 316 people.

LET’S TALK – EDUCATION WITH YOUTH AND PARENTS
FUNDED BY UNITED WAY BRANDON & DISTRICT

This project continues to be successful in promoting healthy sexuality through education with both parents and
youth. In year eight of the Let’s Talk project, 159 youth sessions were facilitated reaching 3,124 youth. SERC
facilitated 8 sessions on ‘How to Talk With Your Children About Sexuality’ reaching 30 parents and caregivers.
In efforts to promote our messaging, sunglasses, lanyards, stress balls and canvas bags were designed and
distributed to youth and other community members. Our second annual Fit Kids event was held on April 28th
and was well-attended with 111 participants.

LGBT2SQ+ PROGRAM (BRANDON)
FUNDED BY MANITOBA HEALTH, SENIORS AND ACTIVE LIVING

The LGBT2SQ+ program led nearly 80 awareness and welcoming environment workshops and had 96 meetings
and consultations over the past year. Most of the meetings and consultations were requests for information
on gender identity. To increase community knowledge, the program obtained more gender resources for the
library and hosted events to observe Transgender Day of Remembrance, Transgender Day of Visibility, Riding
Mountain National Park Pride, Brandon Pride and International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and
Biphobia. These community events were made possible through partnerships with local schools, religious
groups, community groups and SERC’s monthly LGBT2SQ+ support group.

TEEN HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS
FUNDED BY CANADIAN WOMEN’S FOUNDATION

This one-year project, an extension to our former four year project with newcomer youth, has been an
exciting one. SERC was delighted to continue working with Peaceful Village after-school programs at Glenlawn
Collegiate and Fort Richmond Collegiate. So many youth wanted to engage that we had a waiting list and
offered more sessions, reaching 55 youth on topics around communication, negotiation, consent and sexuality
issues. One of the successes of this year’s activities come from a general consensus from the youth that these
sessions have broadened their understanding of respect of diversity through allyship and also have reinforced
their self-appreciation. SERC continued to work closely with the Peaceful Village community and school site
Program Leads. To ensure an ongoing youth perspective, a Youth Mentor was hired by SERC to work specifically
with SERC’s Project Facilitators.
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THE MANITOBA SAFER SEX SUPPLIES DISTRIBUTION PROJECT
FUNDED BY MANITOBA HEALTH, SENIORS AND ACTIVE LIVING

The Manitoba Safer Sex Supplies Distribution Project provided 111,136 items distributed in 26 communities in
Manitoba, for health promotion events and supplies for small organizations outside Winnipeg.

RESEARCH
KNOWLEDGE INTO ACTION (KiA) – AFRICAN IMMIGRANT WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV COMMUNITY-BASED
RESEARCH
FUNDED BY THE CANADIAN INSTITUTE OF HEALTH RESEARCH (CIHR)

With CIHR’s support, SERC collaborated with research participants in the development of ‘Facing Stigma
in Our Own Words,’ a 5-minute video (visit www.serc.mb.ca to view). This short video raises concerns of
African immigrant women living with HIV in Winnipeg. Video discussion guides for community and service
providers were also developed. We screened the video in partnership with Immigrant and Refugee Community
Organization of Manitoba Inc. (IRCOM), Studio 393, the Canadian Public Health Association and the Manitoba
HIV Collective Impact Network and presented the video at national and international conferences and to local
medical students. We presented a poster at Canadian Association for HIV Research 2017, where more than 500
people participated. In total this project held 20 activities directly connecting with 745 participants.

PROGRAMS
MANITOBA HARM REDUCTION NETWORK (MHRN)

SERC supports MHRN by providing financial administration and
participating on the MHRN Executive Committee.
MHRN is a provincial network working towards ensuring harm
reduction is universally practiced by individuals, organizations
and systems to address STBBIs and substance use. The mandate of the MHRN is to coordinate efforts and
support harm reduction within and across jurisdictions. MHRN strives to provide services in a way that is kind
and respectful, while reflecting the passion people have for their communities. For more information, please
visit https://mhrn.ca.

TWITTER:
781 FOLLOWERS

FACEBOOK:
1,915 LIKES

INSTAGRAM:
223 FOLLOWERS

@SERC_MB
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E-NEWS:
468
SUBSCRIBERS
SIGN UP AT
SERC.MB.CA

WHITE WOLF SPEAKING (WWS)

White Wolf Speaking has had a great year at its new home in Ka Ni Kanichihk. White Wolf Speaking has been
working on all kinds of topics using their Indigenous lens, developing and delivering new workshops and
building new relationships. They are looking forward to the year to come.

TEEN TALK

We have been pleased to welcome the Teen Talk Program to SERC, as of summer 2017. The Teen Talk Program
activities include workshops for youth, peer support training, service provider training and peer support
volunteer-related activities, reaching 15,991 participants throughout the province for this fiscal period. This
partnership with Klinic enables SERC to maximize the impact of our educational services across Manitoba.

THE FACTS OF LIFE PROGRAM
THE FACTS OF LIFE ON-LINE: Our website continues to provide information and referrals on topics related to

sexuality and reproductive health. We will launch a new and refreshed SERC website in summer of 2018! Users
can submit their questions to thefactsoflife@serc.mb.ca and receive a reply within two working days.

THE SEX FILES RADIO SHOW 9:00-10:00PM, THURSDAYS ON CKUW 95.9 FM: We completed another
successful year delivering 44 live shows on a number of sexual health topics. After being on CKUW Radio for
more than 20 years, The Sex Files aired its last episode on Thursday, May 31st, 2018. Winning both Best of
Spoken Word (2017) and People’s Choice Spoken Word (2007), The Sex Files has offered creative, lively and
informative programming. We want to thank all the folks who have listened, called in, been guests, as well as
those who continue to support community/campus radio.
REGULAR PRINT ARTICLES: SERC continues to publish two monthly articles answering sexual health questions:
Sex Ed in the City (appears in Brandon University’s The Quill) and Ask Ate Ana (appears in the Pilipino Express).
SERC E-NEWS: SERC distributes a monthly E-newsletter to 468 service providers and individuals across the

province. The content includes updates on our programming, activities and services, along with
relevant sexual and reproductive health information, dates and events listings. Receiving much positive
feedback, the monthly E-news has proven to be very successful at engaging folks in our activities. You can sign
up to receive it at www.serc.mb.ca.

FUNDERS
Many thanks to those who make our programs and services possible!

FUNDERS:							SUPPORTERS:

Assiniboine Credit Union			
Canadian Women’s Foundation
Patterson Foundation
Government of Canada
Winnipeg Foundation, Youth in Philanthropy (Oak
Province of Manitoba
United Way of Brandon & District					Park High School)
United Way of Winnipeg						
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority

500 - Five Donald Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 2T4
Tel: (204) 284-7060
Fax: (204) 284-7105
www.bookeandpartners.ca

Report of the Independent Auditors on the Summarized Financial Statements
To the Members of
Sexuality Education Resource Centre Manitoba, Inc.
The accompanying summarized financial statements, which comprise the statement of financial position
as at March 31, 2018 and the summarized statements of operations and changes in net assets for the
year then ended, are derived from the audited financial statements of Sexuality Education Resource
Centre Manitoba, Inc. for the year ended March 31, 2018. We expressed an unmodified audit opinion on
those financial statements in our report dated May 28, 2018.
The summarized financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required by Canadian accounting
standards for not-for-profit organizations. Reading the summarized financial statements, therefore, is not
a substitute for reading the audited financial statements of the entity.
Management's Responsibility for the Summarized Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation of a summary of the audited financial statements on the
following basis:
The summarized financial statements include the major totals and subtotals from the related
complete financial statements dealing with matters having a pervasive or otherwise significant effect
on the summarized financial statements.
Auditors' Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the summarized financial statements based on our
procedures, which were conducted in accordance with Canadian Auditing Standard (CAS) 810,
"Engagements to Report on Summary Financial Statements".
Opinion
In our opinion, the summarized financial statements derived from the audited financial statements of
Sexuality Education Resource Centre Manitoba, Inc. for the year ended March 31, 2018 are a fair
summary of those financial statements, on the basis described above.

Winnipeg, Canada
May 28, 2018

Chartered Professional Accountants

PARTNERSHIPS & AFFILIATIONS
Accueil Francophone
Action Canada for Sexual Health and
Rights
Addictions Foundation of Manitoba
Alberta Society for the Promotion of
Sexual Health
Art Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba
Assiniboine Community College
Aurora Family Therapy Centre
B & L Resources for Children, Youth and
Families
Birdtail Sioux Dakota Nation
Boissevain Community GSA
Brandon and District United Way
Brandon and Westman GSAs
Brandon and Westman Parents of Trans
Folks Social and Peer Support Group
Brandon and Westman Trans* Support
Group
Brandon Correctional Centre
Brandon Friendship Centre
Brandon Pride
Brandon School Division
Brandon Suicide Prevention 		
Implementation Network
Brandon University
Brightscape Endeavors
Calgary Sexual Health Centre
Calvary Temple
Canada HIV/AIDS Legal Network
Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network
Canadian AIDS Society
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Canadian Public Health Association
CancerCare Manitoba
CATIE
City of Brandon
Cree Nation Tribal Council
Dakota Ojibway Tribal Council
Daniel McIntyre Collegiate
Entry Program
First Nations & Inuit Health Branch
Fort La Bosse School Division/Four Arrows
Regional Health Authority
Frontier School Division
Girl Guides of Canada
Good Seed Church
Gordon Bell High School
Gray Academy
Harm Reduction Network in Swan River
Health Sciences Centre
Healthy Child Manitoba
Healthy Schools Brandon
HIV and Aging Coalition
Hugh John Macdonald School
IRCOM

Klinic Community Health
Turtle River School Division
Knox United Church (Brandon)
United Way of Winnipeg
Knox United Church (Winnipeg)
University of British Columbia
Louis Riel School Division
University of Manitoba
Manitoba Association for Community
Université de St-Boniface
Health
Westaway Bay Committee
Manitoba First Nations AIDS Working
Westman Immigrant Services
Group
Westman LGBT Community Facebook
Manitoba Harm Reduction Network
Group
Manitoba Health, Seniors and Active Living Westman Team Against Sexual 		
Manitoba HIV Collective Impact Network
Exploitation
MANSO
Winnipeg Foundation
Massage Therapy Association of		
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority
Manitoba
Winnipeg School Division
Mountain View School Division
Wolseley Family Place
Mount Carmel Clinic
Ndinawemaaganang Endaawaad Inc.
THANK YOU TO THOSE WE
Neighbourhood Immigrant Settlement
Program (Tuxedo, Fort Richmond)
HAD THE PLEASURE OF
Nine Circles Community Health Centre
WORKING WITH IN 2017/18.
NOWAN
Opaskwayak Cree Nation
Outshine Conference
Peguis First Nation
Pembina Trails School Division
PFLAG
Philadelphia Church
Pine Creek School Division
Ka Ni Kanichihk
Play It Safer Network
Portage La Prairie School Division
Prairie Mountain Health
Prairie Spirit School Division
Public Health Agency of Canada
Rainbow Resource Centre
Red River College
Riding Mountain National Park Pride
Robertson College
Rolling River School Division
Seven Oaks School Division
Sexual and Reproductive Health Advisory
Committee (Brandon)
SERC WINNIPEG
Sexual Health Educators Network 		
(Winnipeg)
200-226 Osborne St. North
Sioux Valley High School
Winnipeg Manitoba
Smitten Adult Boutique (Brandon)
R3C 1V4 Canada
South West Horizon
St. James-Assiniboia School Division
Phone: (204) 982-7800
Studio 393
Fax: (204) 982-7819
Suicide Prevention Implementation 		
Committee
Swan Valley School Division
SERC BRANDON

Unit C, 1700 Pacific Avenue
Brandon, Manitoba
R7A 7L9 Canada
Phone: (204) 727-0417
Fax: (204) 729-8364

